
GRAND COULEE – There are 
several challenges to salmon 
passing over Grand Coulee 
Dam. There is the engineering 
GLI¿FXOWLHV�WKDW�VSUHDG�UXPRUV�RI�
passage being simply impossible 
to passage being possible but 
RQO\�YLD�D�VHYHQ�PLOH�¿VK�ODGGHU��
which would extend from the dam 
downstream to a hypothetical 
point near Belvedere. The Spirit 
Ridge boat launch is six miles 
downstream from the face of the 
GDP��VDLG�/\QQ�%URXJKHU��86%5�
3XEOLF�$IIDLUV�2I¿FHU��
7KHUH�LV�WKH�¿UVW�SK\VLFDO�

hurdle of Chief Joseph Dam at 
%ULGJHSRUW��:$�EHIRUH�¿VK�HYHQ�
reach Grand Coulee.

There are questions of money: 
who would pay for the millions in 
infrastructure?

There are the challenges 
K\SRWKHWLF�¿VK�ZLOO�IDFH�LQ�WKH�
QHDUO\�VWDJQDQW�ZDWHU�RI�/DNH�
5RRVHYHOW��DERYH�WKH�GDP²LI�
HYHU�¿VK�ZHUH�WR�SDVV��FRXOG�WKH�
VDOPRQ��WKDW�XVH�ÀRZ�WR�JXLGH�
WKHLU�DQQXDO�PLJUDWLRQV��HYHQ�
survive?
³$OO�SUHYLRXV�ZRUN�&ROYLOOH�

7ULEDO�)LVK�DQG�:LOGOLIH�KDG�GRQH�
[above the dam] has been with the 
LGHD�RI�DQDGUDPRXV�¿VK�ZRXOG�EH�
EDFN�´�7ULEDO�3ROLF\�$QDO\VW�6KHUL�
Sears told the Tribal Tribune in 
November.

Then there are legal challenges.
In a Feb. 14 publication by 

8�6��&ROXPELD�%DVLQ�7ULEHV�
DQG�&DQDGLDQ�)LUVW�1DWLRQV��WKH�
WULEHV�QRWH��³«LQ�WKH�8�6���WKH�
federal government requires 
¿VK�SDVVDJH�IDFLOLWLHV�IRU�QRQ�
federal hydroelectric projects in 
WKH�3DFL¿F�1RUWKZHVW�LQ�PRVW�
LQVWDQFH�´

Much of the current salmon 
restoration exists in litigation 
EHWZHHQ�3DFL¿F�1RUWKZHVW�7ULEHV�
and other special interest groups 
and the federal government or 
RWKHU�GDP�RZQLQJ�HQWLWLHV�VXFK�
DV²ORFDOO\²WKH�38'V�RI�*UDQW�
and Chelan counties.

Though passage over Grand 
Coulee Dam or Chief Joseph Dam 

GRHV�QRW�FXUUHQWO\�H[LVW��&7):�
Director Randy Friedlander 
DFNQRZOHGJHV�WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�WKDW�
current litigation. 
7KDW�EHLQJ�VDLG��WKH�&ROYLOOH�

7ULEHV��OHG�PXFK�E\�&7):��DQG�
over 15 other tribes from both 
VLGHV�RI�WKH�&DQDGLDQ�8�6��ERUGHU�
DUH�SXVKLQJ�IRU�¿VK�SDVVDJH�RYHU�
Chief Joseph Dam and Grand 
&RXOHH�'DP�LQ�WKH�86�DQG�WKH�
+XJK�.HHQOH\VLGH��%ULOOLDQW�DQG�
:DQHWD�GDPV�LQ�&DQDGD�WR�EH�
made into treaty law.

The opportunity has been made 
available with the upcoming 
debate on the 50 year old 
Columbia River Treaty.
³:H�KDYH�WKH�WZR�ODUJHVW�GDPV�

RQ�WKH�ULYHU�LQ�RXU�ODQG�´�&%&�
-RKQ�6LURLV�VDLG�LQ�D�1RYHPEHU��
Grand Coulee Dam and Chief 
Joseph Dam produce 40 percent 
RI�WKH�HOHFWULFLW\�RQ�WKH�:HVW�
Coast.

 The Colville Reservation is in 
WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WKH�¿JKW�
,Q�0DUFK��WULEHV�IURP�DOO�DURXQG�

WKH�3DFL¿F�1RUWKZHVW�PHW�DW�
Northern Quest Casino in Airway 
Heights to prepare for upcoming 
negotiations.
³,I�\RX�EXLOG�D�GDP��\RX�FDQ�

EXLOG�D�ZD\�IRU�¿VK�WR�JHW�DURXQG�
LW��,W¶V�QRW�LPSRVVLEOH�´�2NDQRJDQ�
Nation’s Alliance member 
Michael Zimmer told a group 
on a tour of the Grand Coulee 
Dam before technical meetings at 
Northern Quest began.
8SSHU�&ROXPELD�8QLWHG�

Tribes Director D.R. Michel 
and Columbia River Intertribal 
Fish Council Executive Director 
3DXO�/XPOH\�ERWK�H[SUHVVHG�WKH�
possibility and opportunity to not 

RQO\�SDVV�¿VK�RYHU�*UDQG�&RXOHH�
Dam but to right the wrongs done 
to tribes up and down the river.

In an email shared with the 
7ULEDO�7ULEXQH��)ULHGODQGHU�QRWHG�
³JXOSHUV´�KDYH�EHHQ�XVHG�WR�
SDVV�¿VK�RYHU�KLJK�KHDG�GDPV��
“There are examples from 
old technologies that could be 
LPSOHPHQWHG��WKHUH�DUH�DOVR�QHZ�
technologies that may be more 
FRVW�HIIHFWLYH��VXFK�DV�D�ZKRRVK�
V\VWHP�´
2Q�WKH�%DNHU�5LYHU�QHDU�

Bellevue Puget Sound Energy 
LQVWDOOHG�D�³JXOSHU�´�ZKLFK�D�
2008 press release describes as “a 
�����WRQ�DSSDUDWXV�ÀRDWLQJ�DERYH�
%DNHU�/DNH¶V�����IRRW�GHHS�
ERWWRP«GHVLJQHG�WR�DWWUDFW�DQG�
safely capture young salmon for 
WUDQVSRUW«´

“There are two methods of 
¿VK�SDVVDJH��YROLWLRQDO²RQ�
WKHLU�RZQ²DQG�WUDS�DQG�KDXO�´�
continued Friedlander.
,Q�������ZLWK�WKH�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�

WKH�&ROXPELD�5LYHU�7UHDW\��WULEHV�
were not allowed to participate in 
WUHDW\�QHJRWLDWLRQV��DQG�WKH�WUHDW\�
ZDV�IRUPHG�ZLWK�WZR�SULRULWLHV��
ÀRRG�FRQWURO�DQG�K\GURHOHFWULF�
production.
7KH�RI¿FLDO�SXEOLFDWLRQ�RQ�

¿VK�SDVVDJH�SUHVHQWHG�E\�WKH�
&ROXPELD�%DVLQ�7ULEHV�&RDOLWLRQ��
D�FRDOLWLRQ�RI�¿IWHHQ�WULEHV�DQG�
VHYHUDO�WULEDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��
QRWHV��³7KH�ORVV�RI�VDOPRQ�LQWR�
the upper Columbia Basin was 
D�PRQXPHQWDO��LQDGHTXDWHO\�
mitigated and bilateral 
infringement on the cultures 
of native salmon peoples and a 
loss of economic opportunity 
IRU�DOO�UHVLGHQWV�RI�WKH�3DFL¿F�

1RUWKZHVW�´
+RZLH�:ULJKW��2NDQRJDQ�

Nations Alliance Fisheries 
0DQDJHU��QRWHG�WKH�WKUHH�
Canadian Dams in question have 
DOUHDG\�DJUHHG�WR�¿VK�SDVVDJH�LI�
WKH�¿VK�UHDFK�WKHLU�ORFDWLRQV��EXW�
:ULJKW�ZDV�RQO\�KDOI�MRNLQJ�DERXW�
%&�+\GUR�ORRNLQJ�GRZQULYHU�DW�
the immense size of Grand Coulee 
Dam with such promises.

The government of British 
Columbia declared it does not 
believe the Columbia River 
Treaty negotiations are the 
appropriate forum for discussions 
RQ�¿VK�SDVVDJH�

“British Columbia’s perspective 
LV�WKDW�WKH�PDQDJHPHQW�RI«
salmon populations is the 
responsibility of the Government 
of Canada and that restoration 
RI�¿VK�SDVVDJH�DQG�KDELWDW��
LI�IHDVLEOH��VKRXOG�EH�WKH�
responsibility of each country 
UHJDUGLQJ�WKHLU�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�´

There is the challenge of the 
Canadian government.

So why is treaty law important?
Salmon passage falls under 

the larger proposed desire 
for tribes to have ecological 
function established as a third 
consideration in management 
RI�WKH�&ROXPELD�5LYHU��:LWKLQ�
HFRORJLFDO�IXQFWLRQ��FRPHV�
“increased spring and summer 
ÀRZV�UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�D�PRUH�QDWXUDO�
K\GURJUDSK��KLJKHU�DQG�PRUH�
stable headwater reservoir 
OHYHOV«KLJKHU�ULYHU�ÀRZV�GXULQJ�
GU\�\HDUV�´�HWF�
:LWK�WKH�FXUUHQW�WUHDW\¶V�

concern with only hydropower 
SURGXFWLRQ�DQG�ÀRRG�FRQWURO��ULYHU�
management that nearly always 
begins at the gargantuan Grand 
Coulee Dam is based solely on 
those two functions. 

The current litigation on 
salmon and the bigger concern 
of ecological function falls to the 
ZD\VLGH�WR�WKH�WUHDW\¶V�FRQFHUQV��
6HDUV�WROG�WKH�7ULEXQH��(VVHQWLDOO\��
treaty law trumps federal law.
7KH�SULRULWLHV�DUH�QRW�ULJKW��VD\�

the Tribes. Not only are they not 
ULJKW��WKH\�ZLOO�QRW�EH�ULJKW�XQWLO�
they are changed.
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Making salmon a priority

Chief Joseph Hatchery update

Chief Joseph Hatchery (CJH) fish culturists have been 
UDLVLQJ�\RXQJ�&KLQRRN�VDOPRQ�IU\�VLQFH�-DQXDU\�RI�WKLV�
year. The small alevin are moved from the trays (each 
WUD\�FDQ�KROG�DERXW�������HJJV��LQ�WKH�LQFXEDWLRQ�URRP�WR�
EOXH�VWDUWHU�WDQNV�RQFH�WKH\�XWLOL]H�WKH�UHPDLQGHU�RI�WKHLU�
egg sacs and become a fry. Once the fry are in the blue 
VWDUW�WDQNV��WKH\�UHPDLQ�WKHUH�IRU�DERXW�WZR�ZHHNV��(DFK�
WDQN�FDQ�KROG�DSSUR[LPDWHO\��������\RXQJ�&KLQRRN�IU\��
The staff feed the fry one time each hour for eight hours 
SHU�GD\��³$IWHU�WZR�ZHHNV��ZH�PRYH�WKHP�WR�WKH�RXWGRRU�
UDFHZD\V�´�VDLG�$PEHU�&DWH��ILVK�FXOWXULVW�DW�&-+��³:H�GR�
D�ZHLJKW�VDPSOH�HYHU\�0RQGD\��PRQLWRULQJ�WKHLU�OHQJWK�
and weight which determines how much we feed them. 
The outdoor raceways where they grow to finger length in 
VL]H�FDQ�KROG�XS�WR��������ILVK�´
%\�PLG�$SULO�ILVK�FXOWXULVWV�ZLOO�EHJLQ�PDUNLQJ�DQG�

tagging each salmon by removing their adipose fin when 
they are about four inches in length. This is accomplished 
by using a brand new trailer that has an automated system 
WKDW�VRUWV��FOLSV�DQG�WDJV�MXYHQLOH�VDOPRQ��7KLV�V\VWHP�LV�
VR�IDVW�DQG�DFFXUDWH�WKDW�LW�FDQ�SURFHVV�RYHU��������ILVK�
LQ�DQ�HLJKW�KRXU�SHULRG��2QFH�WKHVH�ILVK�DUH�SURFHVVHG��
they are reared at the hatchery until they are ready to be 
UHOHDVHG�RU�WKH\�ZLOO�EH�WDNHQ�WR�WKH�2PDN�DQG�5LYHUVLGH�
SRQGV�IRU�UHDULQJ�DQG�UHOHDVH�LQWR�WKH�2NDQRJDQ�5LYHU��
7KH�KDWFKHU\�ZLOO�SURGXFH�DSSUR[LPDWHO\���������

VSULQJ�&KLQRRN�DQG�����PLOOLRQ�VXPPHU�&KLQRRN�WKLV�
year.
&KLHI�-RVHSK�+DWFKHU\�LV�D�VWDWH�RI�WKH�DUW�IDFLOLW\�

WKDW�ZDV�EXLOW�WR�LQFUHDVH�VSULQJ��VXPPHU��DQG�IDOO�
&KLQRRN�VDOPRQ�LQ�WKH�2NDQRJDQ�DQG�&ROXPELD�5LYHUV��
7KH�KDWFKHU\�ZLOO�SURGXFH�XS�WR�����PLOOLRQ�&KLQRRN�
VDOPRQ�DQQXDOO\�E\�������DQG�ZLOO�SURYLGH�VDOPRQ�IRU�
FHUHPRQLHV��VXEVLVWHQFH�QHHGV�IRU�PHPEHUV��DQG�LQFUHDVH�
recreational fishing opportunities for all. The $50 million 
hatchery was completed in May of 2013 and is located in 
%ULGJHSRUW��:DVK���QH[W�WR�&KLHI�-RVHSK�'DP�

,W¶V�¿QDOO\�KHUH��6SULQJ�
has sprung in our corner of 
the world. Beautiful blooms 
are beginning to emerge on 
WKH�IUXLW�WUHHV��WKH�UHZDUGV�RI�
spring bulbs planted last fall 
are beginning to show and 
gardeners fatigued from the long 
winter are tending to their weary 
garden beds. As the sun warms 
WKH�VRLO��VHHGV�DUH�JHUPLQDWLQJ��
seeds from weeds that got away 
IURP�XV�ODVW�\HDU��:KLFK�PHDQV�
WKH�WDVN�RI�ZHHGLQJ�LV�DURXQG�
the corner. But with the right 
NQRZOHGJH�DQG�FRUUHFW�WLPLQJ��
controlling weeds can be made 
much easier. 

One noxious weed of concern 
to the Colville Reservation is 
'DOPDWLDQ�WRDGÀD[��'DOPDWLDQ�
WRDGÀD[�LV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�
Scrophulariaceae family or more 
FRPPRQO\�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�¿JZRUW�
family. This aggressive noxious 
weed is of particular concern to 
UDQJHODQG��ZKHUH�LW�FDQ�TXLFNO\�
RXW�FRPSHWH�GHVLUDEOH�IRUDJH��,W�
thrives in areas with full sun and 
well drained soils. 
7KH�VKRZ\�\HOORZ�ÀRZHUV��

ZLWK�D�ORRN�VLPLODU�WR�D�VQDS�
GUDJRQ��KDYH�PDGH�WKLV�SODQW�
attractive to cultivators since the 
��WK�FHQWXU\��,W�ZDV�PRVW�OLNHO\�
introduced into North America 
as an ornamental. Dalmatian 
WRDGÀD[�ZDV�¿UVW�REVHUYHG�LQ�
:DVKLQJWRQ�6WDWH��LQ�WKH�����¶V�
LQ�6SRNDQH�&RXQW\�����
'DOPDWLDQ�WRDGÀD[�LV�DQ�

XSULJKW�SHUHQQLDO��ZLWK�KHDUW�
shaped waxy leaves that clasp 
the stem. Shoots begin to emerge 
LQ�0DUFK�DQG�$SULO�ZLWK�ÀRZHUV�
starting to show in late May and 
can extend into fall. Dalmatian 
WRDGÀD[�KDV�D�WDSURRW�WKDW�FDQ�
reach depths of 10 to 12 feet. 
This plant reproduces by both 
seeds and roots. A single plant 
FDQ�SURGXFH���������VHHGV�DQG�
LI�WKDW¶V�QRW�EDG�HQRXJK��VHHGV�
remain viable for up to 10 years. 
'HDG�VWDONV�FDQ�KROG�VHHGV�IRU�XS�
to 2 years. Most seeds are dropped 
QHDU�WKH�SDUHQW�SODQW��ZLWK�ZLQG�
GLVSHUVDO�EHLQJ�PLQLPDO��KRZHYHU�
ZKHQ�VWDONV�EHFRPH�GU\�WKH\�FDQ�
VQDS�RII�LQ�WKH�ZLQG��VSUHDGLQJ�
VHHGV�OLNH�D�WXPEOHZHHG�

So how do I control this 
aggressive weed? There are 
several ways that can be 
HIIHFWLYH��HVSHFLDOO\�LI�PRUH�WKDQ�
one control method is used in 
conjunction. The use of biological 
controls has been proven to be 
very effective on this noxious 
weed. Mecinus janthinus is a stem 
boring weevil and is the most 
commonly used biological control 
DJHQW�IRU�'DOPDWLDQ�WRDGÀD[�LQ�
:DVKLQJWRQ�6WDWH��$GXOW�ZHHYLOV�
drill a hole on the side of the stem 
WR�OD\�WKHLU�HJJV��/DUYDH�HPHUJH�
inside the stem where they feed 
while they develop into adults. 
A large infestation of Dalmatian 
WRDGÀD[�LV�QHHGHG�IRU�WKLV�ZHHYLO�
to be effective. 

Pulling isolated patches 
FDQ�EH�HIIHFWLYH��EXW�PXVW�EH�
UHSHDWHG�IRU�����\HDUV�WR�GHSOHWH�
the root system. Herbicides can 
be very effective but a good 
surfactant must be used to get the 
KHUELFLGH�WR�VWLFN�WR�WKH�ZD[\�
leaf structure. Mowing and 
tillage are not effective methods 
of control and can lead to an 
increase in plants. 

If you need any help 
identifying noxious weeds or 
recommendations on how to 
control them please call CCT 
/DQG�2SHUDWLRQV�DW���������
������RU�\RX�FDQ�UHDFK�'DQLHOOH�
%OHYLQV�GLUHFWO\�DW���������
�����RU���������������

Spring
brings
noxious 
weed 
concerns

1HDUO\�������PLOHV�RI�VWUHDPV��
����ODNHV�DQG�RYHU��������DFUHV�
of wetlands ripple through the 
&ROYLOOH�,QGLDQ�5HVHUYDWLRQ��ORFDWHG�
within the greater Columbia River 
:DWHUVKHG��7KH�ZDWHUV�RI�WKH�
&ROXPELD�5LYHU�:DWHUVKHG�ÀRZ�
IURP�0RQWDQD��:\RPLQJ��1HYDGD��
8WDK��2UHJRQ��,GDKR��:DVKLQJWRQ�
and British Columbia. 

A watershed is the land area 
from which all the waters gather to 
FRQWULEXWH�WR�D�ULYHU��ODNH�RU�RFHDQ��
&ORVH�WR�KRPH��ZDWHU�WKDW�ÀRZV�LQWR�
the San Poil River and the Nespelem 
River each has its own watershed. 
But the water resources throughout 
HDFK�ZDWHUVKHG�RQ�WKH�UHVHUYDWLRQ��
VR�YLWDO�WR�DTXDWLF�OLIH��QDWLYH�SODQW�
FRPPXQLWLHV��DJULFXOWXUH�DQG�
IRUHVWU\��KDYH�EHHQ�FRPSURPLVHG�
by the deterioration of thousands of 
miles of roads. 
:DWHU�FRQQHFWV�DOO�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�

landscape. High levels of disturbance 
to one area of a watershed affects 
other areas of the watershed and the 
QDWXUDO�UHVRXUFHV�QHHGHG�IRU�¿VKLQJ��
KXQWLQJ��IRRG�JDWKHULQJ��DJULFXOWXUH��
grazing cattle and timber production. 
7KHUH�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�DERXW�������

PLOHV�RI�URDGV�DQG�PRUH�WKDQ�������
stream crossings on the reservation. 
8QIRUWXQDWHO\��WKH�KLVWRULFDO�

placement and maintenance of many 
of the forest roads have severely 
altered water resources and in 
effect other natural resources the 
community relies on. 
5RDGV�ORFDWHG�RQ�VWUHDP�EHGV��

RU�WKDW�GUDLQ�LQWR�VWUHDP�EHGV��
UHOHDVH�GLUW�DQG�¿QH�VHGLPHQW�LQWR�
VWUHDP�ZDWHU��DV�GR�FXOYHUWV�WKDW�DUH�
ZDVKLQJ�RXW��$V�WKHVH�¿QH�VHGLPHQWV�
LQFUHDVH�EH\RQG�QDWXUDO�OHYHOV��
¿VK�SRSXODWLRQV��VXFK�DV�WURXW�DQG�
VDOPRQ��VXIIHU�GUDPDWLFDOO\��

Fine sediments travel long 
distances downstream before they 
settle which impacts the much larger 
ZDWHUVKHG�DQG�DOO�WKH�¿VK�WKDW�OLYH�LQ�
the waters of that watershed. 

Another consequence of roads 
is rapid drainage. The landscape 
naturally stores water for the year 
from rain or runoff by absorbing it in 
WKH�VRLO��SODQWV��ZHWODQGV��HWF��

Roads that don’t adequately drain 
runoff into the landscape often 
collect and funnel water directly into 
streams instead. This creates higher 
runoff events. Also loss of this water 
storage worsens drought conditions 
leading to increased stress on timber 
SURGXFWLRQ��JUD]LQJ�ODQGV�DQG�
irrigation for agriculture as well as 
LQFUHDVHG�ULVN�RI�ZLOG¿UHV��

Improving runoff conditions to 
store water also protects against 
FOLPDWH�FKDQJHV��$V�SDUW�RI�D�WHQ�
\HDU�SODQ��(7'�DQG�WKH�&ROYLOOH�
Department of Transportation are 
ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�RWKHU�GHSDUWPHQWV�WR�
improve the forest roads system and 
restore watershed conditions. 

The primary goals are to reduce 
VHGLPHQW��UHGXFH�LPSDFWV�WR�WKH�
QDWXUDO�ZDWHU�ÀRZV��DQG�WR�UHGXFH�
LPSDFWV�WR�VWUHDP�¿VK�DQG�ZLOGOLIH�
habitat. Protecting our waters 
positively affects all natural resources 
DQG��XOWLPDWHO\��SURWHFWV�RXU�ZD\�RI�
life.

:KDW�LV�D�ZDWHUVKHG"

PRESS RELEASE

PRESS RELEASEPRESS RELEASE

JUSTUS CAUDELL PHOTOS/Tribune

Above: Colville Tribal Fish and Wildlife Director Randall Friedlander listens intently during a tour of the Grand Coulee Dam on 
March 17. Below: Columbia River Intertribal Fish Council Executive Director Paul Lumley, center, was a part of the tour and 
expressed the possibility and opportunity to pass salmon over Grand Coulee Dam and right the wrongs that happened to tribes 
up and down the river.

• Tribes continue efforts 
to change Columbia River 
Treaty


